
                GOLDSBOROUGH AND FLAXBY GROUPED PARISH COUNCIL 

Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on Monday 7th February 2022 at 
Goldsborough Cricket Club 

 
Present: Councillors Caroline Greenhalgh, Dennis James, Jackie Dowker (Chairman), 
Simon Meynell, Steve Rowe and Derrik Summers (Clerk) 
 
In attendance: Councillor Andy Paraskos, 2 Flaxby residents and 4 Goldsborough residents 
 
Items 397 to 414 relate to Meeting 1st November 2021 
Items 415 to 430 relate to Meeting 10th January 2022 
 
A. Preliminary matters 
431.     Apologies for absence.  
 Councillors Alan Beatham and Neil Taylor  
432.     Declarations of interest relating to items on the agenda. 
            None. 
433.     Minutes of the previous Parish Council Meeting held on 10th January 2022. 
            No amendments were required so the Chairman initialled the minutes and the checked financial 
   pages thus confirming their approval  
434.     Matters arising from the Minutes to Parish Council Meeting held on 10th January 2022 

      418 (400) (342) – Councillor Zoe Metcalfe to find out about Commuted Sums for the 
      Highfield Farm housing development. Not received yet. This question was first put to  
      Councillor Metcalfe on 27th June 2021 by the Clerk following a request from the PC, but has still 
      not been answered. Councillor Metcalfe had prior to this established that the Commuted Sums  
      had been ringfenced for the benefit of Knaresborough Town Council. A resident of Goldsborough  
      in attendance suggested that was simply not good enough when it has remained unanswered for  
      so long and the PC should complain to Councillor Metcalfe. The PC agreed and the Clerk would  
      draft something for the PC to review.    POST MEETING NOTE. On 9th February 2022 Councillor  
      Metcalfe has got in touch with the Clerk to say she will chase this up once again. See NOTE at  
      item 438. 
      418 (400) (342)– Councillor Metcalfe has confirmed that she remains the HBC Claro Ward  
      Councillor for the foreseeable future. 
      418 (400) (384) (370)- Clerk to follow up on the request for Flaxby SLOW signs he had 
      originally sent to Councillor Paraskos on 26th October 2021 and had then reminded him on 3rd  
      January 2022. Councillor Paraskos suggested that Melissa Burnham at NYCC Area 6 could be a  
      key contact for dealing with issues such as this. See NOTE at item 438. 
      418 (400) (392) – Clerk to get an update from Councillor Paraskos about the white lines near  
      to the stone pillars. The original request had been sent by the Clerk on 23rd October 2021, which  
      was then forwarded by Councillor Paraskos to NYCC Highways on 25th October. The Clerk had  
      followed up asking for an update on 3rd January 2022. See NOTE at item 438. Independent of this  
      the PC will still be considering placing large planters near the small gate into the Cricket Pitch and  
      a no parking sign on the fencing nearby (subject to agreement from the Cricket Club).  
      Councillor James will look into the wording and best location for the sign. 
      418 (407) 20’s Plenty. Councillor Greenhalgh will write letters to the NYCC Leader and other  
      important key contacts as recommended by the 20’s Plenty for North Yorkshire campaign leaders.  
      A resident that lives very close to the School mentioned that parents /carers are often seen putting  
      their foot down and speeding off from where they have parked. 
      POST MEETING NOTE: Councillor Greenhalgh has written to Goldsborough School requesting  
      certain information to add weight to the Parish Council’s support of this campaign, and to request  
      that they work together with one aim to make the village a safer place for the school children,  
      teachers and residents alike.   
      418 (408) Speed calming (High viz plastic policemen) Refer item 441. 
      422 Commuted Sums – hedgehog signage. Refer item 438. 
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      424 The PC to look into signs installed near to Plumpton Rocks as issues there if similar  
      could add weight to the PC reply to NYCC about the 30mph signs. Refer item 440.     
      425. Clerk vacancy. Clerk to approach local Clerks and put an advert into Knaresborough Post.  
      Refer item 442. 
      426. Clerk to appoint Grass verge cutters for 2022. Done. 
      427. PC to ask for advice regarding what needs to be done with the Holm Oak at the Pinfold  
      now that it has one large bow split off and removed. Councillor Rowe had approached HBC and  
      they have advised that nothing needs to be done and it is safe as it is and it is not interfering with  
      the nearby walnut tree. 
      429 (2) Councillor Greenhalgh had before the meeting prepared a draft complaint to the  
      Knaresborough Post about its ‘biased’ article about the 9 eco homes at Flaxby. At the meeting it  
      was agreed that the letter should be sent by the Chairman.       
      429 (3) Clerk to ask NYCC to reline York Road where faded and missing. The Clerk has  
      contacted NYCC on 31st January asking them to make good the white lining. With hearing nothing  
      the Clerk has reminded NYCC prior to this meeting.  Councillor Greenhalgh asked that the  
      problem of potholes in Flaxby should be added to this complaint and will send photos of them to  
      the Clerk.   See NOTE at item 438. 
      430 Clerk to enquire with Bay Horse Inn about having future meetings there. He hopes to do 
      this in the next few days. 

 
B.        Planning matters 
435.     Stonebridge Homes 36 dwellings next to Goldsborough Cricket Pitch. Stonebridge have  
            commenced site demarcation with some Heras fencing that is blocking the alternative footpath  
            route as required by NYCC. Noel Evans has complained to Stonebridge Homes about this.  
            Councillor Paraskos suggested that HBC Planning Enforcement should be informed. The Clerk  
            would do this. 
436.     Planning Applications (A), Decisions (D).  

i) 13nr extra dwellings at Taylor Wimpey Manse Farm housing site (D). Approved by HBC on 
17th January 2022 

      ii) 11nr extra dwellings at Taylor Wimpey Manse Farm housing site (D) Approved by HBC 19th  
      January 2022 
      iii) Outline application for 9nr eco-custom self build dwellings at York Rd. Flaxby (D).  
      Refused by HBC on 28th January 2022.    
                                        

C. Financial and procedural matters 
437.     Parish Council finances – bank accounts, cheques, VAT  
            The Current Account had £8641.66 on 5th January 2022. The Business Account had £4386.60.  
            There were no cheques to sign.  
            Since the previous meeting there had been the following cheques: 
            1077 £570.00 Network Print (for website hosting) 
            1078 £15.00 YLCA (for Clerk Vacancy advert) 
            1079 Cancelled 
            1080 £48.00 D Summers (for paying Goldsborough Cricket Club for meeting room 10/01/22)             
            HMRC have repaid the full VAT reclaim. 
 
D. Parish Council projects 
438.     Commuted Sums   

1) Councillor Greenhalgh informed the PC of some ‘drive slowly due to hedgehogs’ signs she had 
 come across. These measured 250mm x 250mm and were robustly made and came at a very  
 keen price of £10.95 each. It was thought that these could be easily put up at various locations in  
 Flaxby and Goldsborough. After a proposer, seconder and majority vote in favour it was agreed  
 that 6 of these should be purchased. Councillor Greenhalgh would do this. 
 The Clerk reminded the PC that this still meant that the £1311.60 Commuted Sums was not being  
 taken advantage of. It was agreed that this needs to be revisited in more detail before the next  
 Meeting. 
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            2) Goldsborough Cricket Club have asked what is happening about any Commuted Sums for a  
            Community Hub at the GCC Pavilion. The Chairman’s letter 19th February 2020 to HBC enquiring  
            about the availability of Commuted Sums for this Hub has still not been replied to. Councillor  
            Paraskos had been sent a copy of the letter from the Clerk in August 2021 and he mentioned that  
            their lack of response could be due to some changes at HBC. 

 
      For this Commuted Sums Community Hub query and where previously is stated  ‘See NOTE at  
      item 438’     Councillor Paraskos asked the Clerk to send him the latest queries on all these  
      outstanding issues including the one unanswered by Councillor Metcalfe. He would respond to  
      these as soon as he could. 

 
439.     Goldsborough Play Area   
            The Clerk raised his concerns that there are not enough grass cutter volunteers to deal with all  
            cuts this year. He believed 3 months are in doubt and he suggested that the PC needs to employ  
            grass cutters for those 3 months. The grass verge cutters do not do this type of grass cutting. It  
            was agreed to initially seek quotes and Councillor Rowe said he had one contact he could enquire  
            with.  
 
E. Police and Safety matters 
440.     30MPH signs on Station Road, Goldsborough.  
            The Clerk firstly mentioned about the possibility of some signage near Plompton being of a similar  
            issue to the 30mph signs in Goldsborough. This had been raised by a resident at the previous  
            meeting. The Clerk has been out to see the signage in and near to Follifoot and Plompton and  
            then reviewed the Follifoot with Plompton Parish Council website and minutes and established  
            that there was no suggestion of any inappropriate signage there. Councillor Paraskos, who is very  
            familiar with that Parish Council and the locality, concurred, saying they have had a new VAS sign  
            and they are having a white picket fencing ‘gate’ into Follifoot but there have been no signs  
            replaced or needing to be replaced. So unfortunately there was no precedent that could be utilized  
            to reinforce the PC’s complaint about the 30mph signs on Station Road, Goldsborough.  
            The Clerk then went on to say that a response to NYCC that firstly requested an internal review by  
            NYCC and secondly delivered an enhanced complaint was then able to be finalized and approved  
            by the PC. This was sent to NYCC on  24th January 2022 and the same day NYCC  
            acknowledged receipt. The PC has not heard anything more from NYCC since then. 
441.     Speed calming. Councillor Greenhalgh confirmed that the plastic full size policemen with high viz  
            jackets would be a net cost each to the PC of £77.00. Following a proposer, a seconder and  
            majority vote in favour it was agreed that she should order one to be used at Flaxby where it was  
            thought it could help to reduce speeds of traffic passing through the village. 
 
F. Miscellaneous matters 
442 Parish Clerk vacancy.   
            The Clerk had enquired with four local Clerks if they might be interested. However one was  
            thinking of resigning, one had just resigned, one failed to reply and one did ask for more details  
            but has not got back in touch. It was agreed that the Clerk would now approach 5 more local  
            Clerks and that he would then arrange for an advert to go into the Knaresborough Post. Councillor  
            James asked the Clerk for some brief details of the position to refer to when any opportunities  
            arise for him to discuss the vacancy with people from the village.  
443. Queen’s Platinum Jubilee.  
            The Clerk has been informed by the Church that they will have some events taking place in June  
            to acknowledge and celebrate this event. Unfortunately, despite two requests sent out by the PC 
            on the email lists no-one from Goldsborough has said that they will be arranging any events in the 
            village. There was just one person however who kindly offered suggestions of things that could be  
            done but with no-one seemingly willing to take the lead all the PC could do was to ask the Clerk to  
            thank that person for their suggestions.   
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444.     Correspondence received. 
            1) NYCC has issued a draft Order for the formal dissolution of the existing district and borough  
            councils in NYCC and to then create a new NYCC. This is to take effect 1st April 2023. Councillor  
            Paraskos provided more detail such as the Parish Council area covering Goldsborough and  
            Flaxby will come under a new NYCC division of Boroughbridge and Claro. (Currently it is the  
            Ainsty division)             
            2) The Clerk mentioned that in March 2021 he had sent a complaint to NYCC about the poor state  
            of some footpaths in Goldsborough. On 3rd January 2022 he had sent in further concerns  
            particularly in connection with the stretch of footpath down Church Street. On 17th January 2022,  
            NYCC got back to him to say that the footpaths had been inspected in 2021 but there were no  
            actionable defects. However a revisit would be undertaken. The Clerk had then noticed what  
            appeared to be someone in a high viz jacket with a wheeled measuring device on footpaths near  
            to the War Memorial a week before the meeting. The use of a measuring device suggested there  
            could be some thought by NYCC to do some maintenance of the footpaths. 
            3) The Clerk had received on the afternoon of the Meeting HBC’s notification that the Ilke Homes  
            car park revised lighting times (5.30am to 10.30pm) had been approved. 
            4) Noel Evans mentioned that the footpath sign on Station Road near to the Cemetery appears to  
            have been forcibly pulled up out of the ground including its concrete footings. The Clerk would  
            contact the NYCC Footpaths section. 
445.     Members requests at the discretion of the Chairman. 
            None. 

446. Dates of next meetings.  
           Mondays 7th March, 4th April and 9th May 2022 with the first two being at Goldsborough Cricket  
            Club. All commencing at 7.30pm.The start of the Cricket season could mean that the May meeting  
            will have to be elsewhere or on a different date.  
 
 
The Meeting closed at 9.28pm 

 

 
 

     …………………………………… 

     Derrik Summers 
     Clerk to Goldsborough & Flaxby Grouped Parish Council 
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