
THE KNARESBOROUGH ROUND 
 
The Knaresborough Round is a very popular walking route that extends for just over 20 miles around the 
town of Knaresborough. Thousands of people every year enjoy this relatively easy walk that takes you 
through beautiful villages and countryside and into the enchanting riverside area of the town of 
Knaresborough. Almost a third of the route (ie about 6.5 miles) is within our two parishes of Flaxby and 
Goldsborough.   
 
The following route takes you on the Knaresborough Round from the northern part of our two 
parishes of Flaxby and Goldsborough at the small village of Coneythorpe to the most western part of 
our Parishes at the River Nidd and Goldsborough Mill Farm.  
 
Please refer to the map below that shows the Knaresborough Round in green 
 
Starting at Coneythorpe there is the popular Tiger Inn. This serves drink and meals and in good weather you 
can take advantage to sit out at the front beside the village green. On facing the Tiger Inn, walk across the 
bottom of the car park up a small lane.  Immediately after Elm Tree Cottage, turn right on an enclosed 
footpath, passing through a kissing gate and then through a metal gate into a field. Turn right and follow the 
path along the side of the field, keeping the hedge on the right.  Keep in the same direction, passing through 
a gate onto a board walk, then through another gate into the next field, where the path climbs a hillside.  
Cross the tarmacked path and continue forward through another gate into the next field.  You are now 
entering the northern edge of Flaxby parish. It is possible from this vantage point to as far away as Almscliff 
Crag south of Harrogate. Continue into the next field keeping just to the left of the house ahead, then 
through another gate and into the village of Flaxby.  
 
Note: the new gates and boardwalk area between Coneythorpe and Flaxby were installed in September 
2019 with financial assistance from the Two Ridings Community Foundation. 
 
In Flaxby, walk down the hill and turn right at the road junction, continuing along the footpath beside the 
road out of the south side of the village. Just after a 30mph sign turn left, then immediately turn right along 
a track following the hedge on the right. You have now come to the northern edge of Goldsborough parish. 
The old Flaxby golf course, now private land, is on the left. Keep walking for about half a mile, keeping the 
hedge on your right.  At the end of this track, turn right and cross the busy A59 towards the field directly in 
front of you. 
 
Walk along the edge of this field, keeping the hedge on your right, until you reach a metal gate at the end of 
the field.  Proceed through the metal gate and up the steps towards the single track railway line (Harrogate 
to York).  Cross the tracks with care, looking out for oncoming trains. 
 

 
 
Descend the steps and through a kissing gate, continuing on the path through Goldsborough Moor Woods 
which continues into Parsonage Wood. 
 



 
 
After approximately a mile the path leaves the wood through a kissing gate into a field.  Walk beside the 
hedge on the left of the field. Here you can look to your right across to the southern edge of the village of 
Goldsborough where you should be able to see Goldsborough Hall. 
 

 
 
Turn right at the corner of the field and then almost immediately go through a gate on the left into the small 
Pikeshaw Wood.  Continue along the woodland path, which takes you through Pikeshaw Wood into Great 
Wood.  The Bluebells are particularly beautiful towards the end of Great Wood in Spring. 
 

 
 
On seeing a “Private” notice in front of you, turn immediately left to leave the wood by a gate. 
 
Walk alongside the field, keeping the hedge on the left to reach a junction of two paths in the field corner. 
Here you will be turning right, but if you take the path to the left a little bit, you will find a stream and a 
small dipping pool.  This is a pleasant place to rest for a while if you wish.  

 



 
 

 
 
Turn right and walk along the field edge keeping the hedge on your left.  On leaving the field, walk ahead 
along the tarmac lane for about a mile, eventually leading you to the edge of the village of Goldsborough. 
Here you will be turning left to continue the walk, but you could take a short deviation by turning right into 
the village of Goldsborough, where you will find The Bay Horse Inn. This lovely pub serves drinks and 
meals and, in good weather, you can enjoy the pleasant large south facing enclosed garden. 
 
Continue the walk by returning to the spot you left it, then turn left along a broad unmade track (Mill Road) 
that soon leads into open fields either side.  As you look back across the fields, you will find a lovely view 
of Goldsborough village. 
 

 
 
This track drops down into the Nidd Valley, passing through a farm gate, and then another gate which takes 
you through Goldsborough Mill Farm itself.  Cross the River Nidd via a narrow wooden road bridge, where 
you will see the weir and an Archimedes Screw to your right. You are now out of the Parish of 
Goldsborough, but you can continue on the Knaresborough Round heading towards Knaresborough 
following the Knaresborough Round footpath signs. 
 
You will have now walked approximately 6.5 miles of mostly flat or gently sloping footpaths of the 
Knaresborough Round within our Parishes of Flaxby and Goldsborough.  
 
 
 
 



 
 


