
 
Goldsborough Parish in the Second World War 
 
Following on from the separate article titled ' Goldsborough at War The Story of the 
Parish during Two World Wars 1914-18 and 1939-1945' this following article gives 
additional information about Goldsborough Parish during the Second World War.  

 
The outbreak of the war in September 1939 saw Goldsborough Parish ready to play its 
part once again to defend the Country and, even before September people were 
preparing for the eventuality of war with first aid and gas lectures in the school. 
An appeal for Air Raid Precaution workers (the ARP) was answered by a number of 
men in the village. One of these was Wilf Jobling, the uncle of Pat Wood, who had 
served in the Northumberland Fusiliers in the First World War. 
By October 1939, a number of evacuees were billeted in the parish with three children 
attending the school. 
 
Goldsborough Hall, which was empty after Lord Harewood and Princess Mary had 
finally moved all their possessions across to Harewood House, was let to a boy's 
preparatory school, Oatlands, evacuated from Harrogate in October. 
By November 1939, there were seven men enlisted in the services and one woman, 
Harriet Pownall, the daughter of the Rev. and Mrs Pownall who were leasing The 
Grange from the Harewood estate. Tessa, as she was known by, had joined F.A.N.Y.  
(First Aid and Nursing Yeomanry) as soon as the war broke out. One of her interests 
was guiding and she encouraged the young village girls to join her Girl Guide troop 
which met in the stable block at Goldsborough Hall. Sadly, her life was cruelly cut 
short when just over a year after her marriage to a rising young barrister, Peter Stanley 
Price, she had twin baby boys and died suddenly two months after their birth in 
November 1947. She is buried in a quiet corner of Goldsborough churchyard and her 
mother placed a memorial tablet to her on the wall near the font in the church. 
By 1940, the village was well behind the war effort and the first collection was for the 
school blackout fund which raised £15 so that entertainments and fund raising efforts 
could continue. 
 
Many comforts were soon being knitted by the village Red Cross group for the 
various services including 12 pairs of mine sweeper gloves. Even the school children 
had to learn to knit gloves, scarves and socks. They also picked rose hips for making 
vitamin C rich syrup for babies in place of unobtainable orange juice. Egg collections 
produced over 1100 eggs a month from Goldsborough and Flaxby, to be then 
distributed round the local hospitals. 
 
The ladies from the W.I. rallied round at their monthly meetings with instructive talks 
and lectures on various subjects including make do and mend, meatless dishes, war 
time cookery, thrift handicrafts and co-operative jam making. All things which many 
village ladies, especially some of the farm workers wife's struggling with low wages 
and growing families had plenty of practice in. The shortage of knicker elastic was a 
real problem for many ladies. Mrs Boyer, the matron at the boy's school at the Hall 
volunteered to give a series of lectures on Home Nursing to the women of the village. 
Down at Goldsborough Station a large brick cold storage store, one of 40 built around 
the country by the government, was used for storing vital frozen food. A large Royal 
Ordnance munitions factory opened at Thorpe Arch near Wetherby employing over 
18,000 men and women from the area including a few from Goldsborough. The 
bunkers have become part of a shopping complex. Down by the River Nidd a 
searchlight station was installed and stepping stones put across the river to get access 
to the Wetherby Road near Tickhill Farm. Evidently, Midgeley Lane out of 
Goldsborough became a favourite walk for some of the village girls when the soldiers 
were on duty. 
 



 
 
Everyone was encouraged to grow as much food as they could also to keep livestock 
if they had suitable outbuildings. Wilf Jobling, who was a woodman on the estate 
lived in a large farmhouse, The Beeches, near the Church. He had to give up a 
bedroom and sitting room for The Princess Royal to use to store in safety some of her 
precious china, linen and other objects from Harewood House. The Princess Royal 
and her lady in waiting were regular visitors during the war often enjoying a cup of 
tea and cake with Wilfs wife Mina after checking that everything was safe and secure. 
In addition to losing these two rooms a number of people were billeted there at 
various times. 
 
By 1941 over thirty men from the Parish were enlisted in the local Home Guard with 
headquarters in Bond End in Knaresborough. There were also 33 men from the parish 
serving in the forces. 
 
The Land Army girls worked very hard on the local farms doing all the hard and dirty 
jobs that the enlisted farm lads used to do. They lived in a specially built hostel on 
Chain Lane in Knaresborough or often lived in on the farms. 
The farmers also had prisoners of war helping them, who came by lorry from their 
camp in Scriven Park. They would help with tasks such as threshing. 
Some of the unsung and unknown workers in the war were the girls of the Women's 
Timber Corps who volunteered to work in the woods in place of the woodmen away 
in the services. They had the same uniform as the Land Girls but wore a green beret 
instead of a hat. 
 

 
  Timber Corps Girls in 1943 at Pikeshaw Woods, Goldsborough 
 
One of the Cinder Path cottages in Goldsborough was rented by a forester from 
Harewood who had been drafted into the Home Timber Production Dept. and sent to 
clear one of the woods at Goldsborough. His daughter, Marjorie Coates, joined the 
services in 1942 as soon as she was 17 and worked with four other girls measuring, 
sawing and stacking pit props, then loading them onto a lorry to be taken to 
Goldsborough Station. 
 
Marjorie took part in the Wings for Victory parade on the 29th May 1943 marching 
with nurses, guides, land army girls and service men from Knaresborough to a rally at 
Goldsborough Hall to help raise funds to buy a Spitfire fighter plane. As it was Oak 
Apple day they had sprigs of oak leaves pinned to their green jerseys. 



 
       Wings for Victory Parade 29th May 1943 passing Goldsborough War Memorial 
 
Amongst the servicemen in the parade were members of the Canadian RCAF who 
were part of the 6th Group Bomber Command who controlled 15 squadrons of aircraft 
based at various airfields in the Vale of York and whose headquarters were at nearby 
Allerton Castle and Allerton Park. The Victorian gothic castle which was in a rather 
run down condition was soon nicknamed by the new residents " Castle Dismal". It 
was requisitioned early in 1943 from the eccentric Lord Mowbray and Stourton, the 
premier Roman Catholic Baron of England. The magnificent staircase was boxed in 
while the ballroom became the signals and operations room. A number of nissan huts 
were erected in the grounds of the 2,000 acre estate to house the other ranks with the 
officers billeted in the castle. They soon installed some central heating and plumbing 
in an effort to make the place more comfortable. 
 
The young Canadians were very popular, especially at the dances in the villages and 
at the Town Hall in Knaresborough. Quite a few found themselves a Yorkshire bride 
who followed them home after the war ended and a surprising number of the men 
decided to stay and live locally after they had been demobbed. 
 
One young man Stan Clause, married a cousin of Pat Wood named Mary and decided 
to stay in Goldsborough after their marriage in St.Mary's Church Goldsborough in 
August 1945, just a month after the war (with Germany) had ended.  
 
While they were at Allerton Castle the servicemen attended church at St.Martin's 
Church on the estate and the R.C.A.F. have placed an oak plaque on the wall of the 
small north chapel recording their appreciation for the use of the church during their 
stay at the Castle. 
 
A lovely memorial garden with a pool, life size statues and herbaceous borders was 
created in July 2000 on the west side of the castle and a bronze plaque honouring the 
4,272 military personnel of the No 6 Group Royal Canadian Air Force who were 
based at the castle was unveiled and dedicated by the Duke of Kent on 7th March 
2006. The last resting place for some of the young men is the war graves cemetery in 
Harrogate. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 
 
By the end of the War there would be three names to be eventually added to the War 
Memorial in Goldsborough. The separate article gives details about those three men. 
 
Mrs Pat Wood of Goldsborough compiled this article and was pleased to allow the 
Parish Council to include it on this website. Sadly Pat died in 2020.  


